
FAQs for Students Re MCU Directive on the Costs of 
Educational Materials 
 

• I don’t see my course listed here; how do I determine the costs of my learning 
materials? 

o Not all courses are included. If you cannot find your course on this list, 
please refer to your syllabus for a complete list of required and optional 
learning materials. We recommend checking at the U of T Bookstore or 
online vendors for the cost. 
 

• The cost listed is not the same as the cost I have found when I searched for my 
course material. Why is there a discrepancy? 

o There can be several reasons for discrepancies between the listed cost and 
the cost you found for your course materials: 
 Different Editions: The cost may vary if you are looking at different 

editions of the same textbook. Ensure you are comparing the same 
edition as listed by your course instructor. 

 New vs. Used: Prices can differ significantly between new and used 
books. Check if the listed cost is for a new book while you might be 
seeing prices for rental options. 

 Retailer Pricing: Different retailers may offer varying prices due to 
discounts, promotions, or pricing strategies. The listed cost was the 
cost at the time when your instructor was planning the course, but it 
may have subsequently changed. 

 Currency Differences: If you are looking at international retailers, 
currency exchange rates can affect the price. 

 Price Changes Over Time: The cost of course materials can fluctuate 
due to changes in demand or publisher pricing updates. The listed 
cost may reflect the price at the time of listing, which could differ from 
the current price. 

• What types of materials are included in these costs (e.g., textbooks, online 
access codes, lab kits)? 

o Instructors were asked to include all mandatory and optional learning 
materials for a course. This could range from a specific type of pen to a 
required textbook. 



 
• Are these materials mandatory, or are some optional? 

o The learning materials are separated by mandatory and optional in the table.  
 

• My course materials cost is just listed as ‘$0 (no cost)’. What does this mean? 
o This indicates that there are no costs associated with the learning materials 

for the course. There are various reasons this might be the case. Your 
instructor will be able to provide additional information (e.g., perhaps they 
are leveraging the U of T Library’s Course Reserves & Syllabus Service). 
   

• How do course instructors determine the cost for learning materials? 
o Instructors do their best to select course materials that are effective and 

affordable. However, there are a range of factors that can influence the cost 
including copyright materials and software licenses.  
 

• Are there ways to reduce my textbook costs? 
o In reviewing the materials for each course, you may note that the instructor 

has shared that a used version of the course materials is acceptable or there 
is a version available through the Library’s Course Reserves & Syllabus 
Service. Review your syllabus closely to learn more about these options. 
 

• Can I use older editions of a textbook instead of buying the latest version? 
o Instructors provided information on whether a used version of the learning 

material is acceptable for their course. However, you would want to confirm 
with your instructor if an earlier edition of a textbook is acceptable.  
 

• Are there library copies of required textbooks available for short-term 
borrowing? 

o The Library offers a Course Reserves & Syllabus Service allowing students to 
access many of their readings directly online or through U of T Libraries. 
Review the information shared here and on your course syllabus to learn if 
your instructor uses this service. 
 

• What should I do if I can’t afford the required materials for a course? 
o Schedule an appointment to talk to your registrar’s office about possible 

strategies including financial resources that may be available to you.  
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